First Tower Year 5 Curriculum Overview – Spring 2024


Technology – This will include bridge design and building and other 3D structures, including frame designs.
History – The children will learn about the Great, the Bold and the Brave. Focusing on icons of history who changed our lives by their bravery.
RE- We will be studying the beliefs of Sikhism, including Sikh stories and about Christian beliefs in salvation at Easter.
PSHE-This term’s topics are ‘Dreams and Goals’ and ‘Healthy Me’.
Music – The children will be learning to play jazz music and learning to sing The Fresh Prince of Bel Air.
ICT-The children will be learning about video production and flat-file databases.
Art- We will be learning digital art and textiles, including embroidery, linked to the Bateaux Tapestry. Linked to our English, we will also produce Winter artwork in mixed media.


Maths
This term we will be covering division, multiplication, fractions, problem solving and units of measure. We will also be focusing on the children’s fluency skills and problem solving.
English 
During this term, we will be focusing on developing the children’s writing and reading through a number of texts, including the narrative ‘The Promise’ by Nicola Davies and the non-fiction unit based on ‘The Planetarium’, “Cloud Tea Monkeys!”  by Elspeth Graham and Mal Peet and Beowolf.
We are placing great importance this term on the children's extended writing skills as we aim to develop their use of varied vocabulary and grammar skills to engage the reader. Our writing focus will be narrative, non-chronological and historical reports. In focussed reading sessions, we will be developing comprehension skills and fluency so that the children gain a greater understanding of texts that they read.
We will continue to look at a variety of spelling patterns this term as well as continuing to learn all the 5/ 6 statutory words which will be available to practice at home as they are stuck in homework books.
Science This term, we will be studying Properties & Changes of Materials then go on to study Earth and Space. Throughout the topics we will revisit enquiry skills which are research, pattern seeking, observation over time, fair tests, and investigations.
Welcome to the Spring Term in Year 5.
Key information 
PE days are Wednesday and Thursday. Please ensure your child has appropriate named school PE kit (see parent handbook for guidance.) Please can you make sure that your child is not wearing earrings on PE days. Each child must have a tracksuit, particularly due to the cold weather at the moment. Trainers should only be worn on PE days. Trainers may be brought to school in a bag for lunchtime Brazilian football. The units this term are Fitness and Tag Rugby.
Homework
Reading- at least 20 minutes every day. Please sign the reading record book.  Please ensure that your child reads the new fluency books with the book band stickers on the spine then returns them to school when read.
Spelling-children will be allocated spellings every Monday and will need to complete their homework activities in their home learning books on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday as well as their definitions on a Monday. The pink book should be returned to school on a Friday. 
Maths- There is a maths activity in the pink book each week and your child should be using Times Tables Rockstars each night.
Other- there is one additional activity set each term, which supports class topic learning.
Please ensure that your child is wearing the correct school uniform (named), including school shoes, and that they have a cardigan or jumper and a waterproof coat in school each day. Hair should be tied back neatly. No jewellery should be worn except for a watch and stud earrings.  

