
F.T. News  
News from First Tower School                        June/July  2021 

DIARY DATES 
2nd July - Transition whole school 
5th July - Swimarathon  
5th July Y6—You Matter workshop 
7th & 8th July - Y6 Production  
7th & 8th July - New Parents’ Evening 
8th & 12th July—Y6 Activities Days 
9th July - Reports to parents  
9th July - Y6 Safety in Action trip 
13th July - Reception graduation 2pm 
14th July - Y6 Leavers’ Assembly 2pm 
15th July - End of school year 

A Word from the Head 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

It has been an incredibly busy month at school with class trips and special visitors to 

enhance our pupils’ learning.  

Today was transition day and most children have met their new class teacher. You will 

have received a separate email regarding this. 

You will be aware that COVID-19 cases are rising amongst school communities. We 

politely request that you ‘keep your guard up’ and remain vigilant for symptoms. 

Children should not attend school if they are displaying any symptoms linked to 

Coronavirus. Please see here for latest update on symptoms to look out for. 

We were delighted to still manage to go ahead with a very successful Sports Day for our 

KS1 & KS2 pupils. Haute Vallee proved to be an excellent venue and the support of Year 

10 Sports students was invaluable. The remaining 9 days of school are action-packed! 

Please look out for your child’s end of school year report on Friday 9th July. 

Wishing you a lovely weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Mrs Lyn Linton                            

Headteacher 

https://www.gov.je/Health/Coronavirus/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/CoronavirusInformation.aspx


Attendance 
 
Updates  regarding COVID symptoms and isolation procedures have changed. For the 
most up-to-date information, please check the Government of Jersey website. Holidays 
during term time and any associated isolation period will be unauthorised.  
 
Please can all parents be reminded to contact the school office (ideally by telephone) 
should your child be off sick or attending a medical appointment. We have a legal duty of 
care to locate any pupils not at school. Many thanks. 

Multi-lingual Books 

As you know, we have recently updated our reading 

books throughout the school, however we would 

love some more books in different languages. Should 

you have any good quality children’s books in 

another language (especially Portuguese, Polish, 

Romanian,or French) we would love to give them a new home on our 

bookshelves! Please bring any book donations to the school office. Many 

thanks. 

Current COVID-19 symptoms 

to look out for: 

 

• High temperature / fever 

• New, continuous cough 

• Loss or change to your 

sense of smell and / or 

taste 

• fatigue 

• headache 

• sore throat 

• diarrhoea 



Nut Free School 

As we have children and members of the school community who have 

severe nut allergies, please ensure that your child does not bring any 

nuts or foods containing nuts (this includes peanut butter and Nutella in 

sandwiches)  into school.  

Thank you for support. 

Uniform Sale 
*** All items of clothing currently 20p each *** 

 

New email address pta@firsttower.sch.je  
 

We kindly ask that any uniform orders are emailed to the dedicated uniform 
email account: by  the first Wednesday of each month. 

 
Please deliver payment to the school office in a marked envelope, with your 

child’s name and the amount. 
 

Ms Hanlin will arrange for the uniform to be delivered to your child in school 
on the Friday after ordering.  

 
Many thanks for your support. 

mailto:pta@firsttower.sch.je


E-Safety Tips 
What do parental controls do? 
These controls are designed to help parents and carers manage their child's online activities. There are 

various types, some of which are free but others which can be bought. However, nothing is totally fool 

proof so they shouldn't replace the need for you to support and advise your child using the internet. 

For detailed guidance on the different types of control, you can use this online tool from Internet Matters. 
This gives you the chance to set up a personalised list of the controls used in your home on all your 
different devices. There is also advice on how to use all the various controls, with videos and step-by-step 
instructions. 

 

What can controls be used for? 
Controls can either be for a device like a games console, or for a network such as your home broadband. 

The way to access device controls can vary according to the manufacturer. They can offer varying types of 

protection, from filtering out adult content from search results to preventing your child from buying 

things when playing games. You can usually find instructions on how to set these controls up on the 

manufacturer's website or use the Internet Matters app for help. 

These settings will apply whether the device is being used in your home outside – but it's easy for them to 

be switched off, so talk to your child about trust and responsibility, making sure they understand the 

importance of why you have put the settings in place. 

Most games consoles come with settings, which can be put in place for either the device itself or the 

games platform. It's easy to forget that games consoles allow players to connect to the internet and talk 

to people all over the world so setting controls on devices and the platform itself (such as XBox) is 

important. 

Broadband and network filters generally come free with your service. These can be used to prevent 

material coming into your home. For example, you could restrict anything with a horror or sexual content 

being accessible via your home broadband. Instructions for accessing these filters can be found on the 

service provider's websites – look at the bottom of the page to find the "help" or "security" page. 

 

Online controls 
Search engines such as Google, Yahoo and Bing allow users to filter out certain types of search results. 

This means you can reduce the risk of your child seeing adult content like pornography, or set limits on 

the time they spend online. Look for the cogwheel “settings” symbol where you will find the options for 

each provider. You can also encourage your child to use safer search facilities, such as SafeSearch Kids 

from Google.  

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/


Social media and other websites 
As with search engines, social media and sites like YouTube have privacy and security settings. These 

can prevent your child from being contacted by strangers or from seeing inappropriate material. It is 

important to remember that content filters can't prevent other people from sending offensive or 

inappropriate messages or comments to your child's account, so controlling who can contact your 

child is a key step. 

 

Buying controls 
It is also possible to buy filter programmes. These can be either solely for filtering purposes, but some 

virus protection software also offer filtering options. 

 

What next? 
Controls are not a single solution to staying safe online; talking to your children and encouraging 

responsible behaviour is critical. However, controls are an important first step to helping to protect 

your child online. Here are seven simple things you can do to use them effectively: 

1.Set up home broadband parental controls and make use of controls on your home broadband. 

2.Set controls on your search engine; encourage your child to always use child-friendly search engines, 

and  activate and lock the safe search settings on the browsers and platforms they use. 

3.Make sure every device is protected. Controls should be installed on every device your child uses, 

such as their mobile phone, tablet and games consoles (both home and handheld). 

4.Use privacy settings.  Activate the safety measures offered by different sites; social networking sites 

like Facebook have privacy settings that will help prevent your child seeing unsuitable advertising or 

sharing too much with other people. 

5.Block pop-ups. If you’re worried about your children accessing inappropriate content though 
accidentally clicking on adverts in pop-ups, follow the advice from Tech Advisor on how to stop these. 
6.Find good sites and agree on them as a family. By talking to your child about their interests you can 

help them find suitable sites to visit and apps to use. Review these sites as they get older. 

7.Manage their use and access. Children may be very worried that your response to a problem will be 

to take away their internet access.  Whilst this may be an appropriate response in some cases, the 

threat may be a barrier for a child who needs help.  Be aware of this when talking to them about their 

internet use, and reassure them that they can talk to you or a trusted adult whenever they need to. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding E-Safety, please contact Mrs Mahrer. 

https://www.techadvisor.co.uk/how-to/windows/how-block-pop-ups-3494487/










 
Personal Goals focus 
28th June - Resilience 

12th July - Adaptability 

Congratulations to these pupils for demonstrating 
outstanding co-operation ... 





Congratulations to these pupils for demonstrating 
outstanding enquiry ... 





We have been exploring the texture of 

clay. It was very hard at first so we then 

added water to make it more 

malleable. We really enjoyed getting 

messy! Some of us then used the clay 

to make models of the minibeasts we 

have been learning about this term. 

We have been learning about the 

work of Henri Matisse. We learnt that 

Henri Matisse is a French artist 

known for making colourful works of 

art. He used a variety of materials in 

his work, including paint, bronze (for 

his sculptures), and he also made 

drawings using charcoal. As Matisse 

became older, he began to work with 

brightly coloured paper and would 

‘paint with scissors’ to cut out 

shapes, animals, leaves, dancers and 

flowers and then arrange them. We 

copied this technique to create our 

own artwork. 



Jersey Water presented a puppet show to  

Reception. They met  Lucy  and Colin the crab 

who told them about the wonderful world of 

water. 

 

Every child was presented 

with a copy of ‘Water is all 

around me’ 

The children were entranced by the puppet 

show and were inspired to make their own. 

 

Water-themed parachute 

games completed the fun. 



 We have been focusing on talk for writing during the past few 
weeks. Story maps scaffold the children's writing when retelling 
a story. We are currently reading Cinderella. The children had 
a go at completing their own story map. They will now use 
these to retell the story.   

 



Our topic in IPC this term has been ‘Who am I?’  We have enjoyed looking at 

maps and talking about family and friends who live in different parts of the 

world.  We have put landmarks on a map of Jersey and learnt about the 

different parishes and their emblems.  We have designed and made our own 

emblems to represent things that are important to each child. 

 

We all had fun looking at the baby and toddler 

photos of the children in Year 2 and talking about 

how much we have changed!  The children then 

thought about what they may look like when they 

are an adult and what job they might do. 

 

In Maths we have enjoyed  

investigating with cuisennaire 

rods to learn about fractions. 

The children have been working very hard in English writing stories 

about the boy who caught a star.  We have been learning how to 

make our stories interesting and exciting and made our own class 

books!  The children have loved reading their stories to each other. 



Year 3 were sad to finish their fantastic coding programme with financial 

company PWC. In the last session, they planned, then created their very own 

flappy bird game, which they can access at home to play! Two students 

presented to the PWC bosses and shared with them what they had learnt during 

the programme. Finally, PWC presented all the children with a certificate and 

goodie bag.  

As part of the Map of Wonders Island 
wide Art topic, year 3 have used 
specialist sun sensitive paper to make a 
piece of art. They placed flowers and 
stems on the paper and left it in the 
sun for a minute and the image of the 
plants was left on the paper. 

In the Science topic Plants, year 3 
looked at how seeds were dispersed 
from different plants. They then 
made models of sycamore seeds 
using card and investigated which 
size model took the longest to land. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 29th June, we visited the Frances Le 

Sueur Centre at St Ouen’s Bay! We had a brilliant day 

learning about lots of different wildlife that use the 

area to create their habitats.  

We ‘got lost’ and used a compass to find our way 

back to the centre! We then went down to the beach 

and learnt about the history of the beach and learnt 

about the history of the day! 

 

BIOBLITZ  

We were invited to attend a Bioblitz learning day 

at St Aubin’s Beach. We learnt about the 

ecosystems in our local area. We learnt about 

different types of seaweed, how to differentiate 

between male and female crabs and discussed 

the importance of keeping our local environment 

free from litter.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bioblitz 

On Friday 25th June, we 

walked to the beach near 

Elizabeth Castle to take part 

in the ‘Bioblitz’. This was a 

fantastic opportunity for the 

children to explore the rock 

pools and find sea life that 

exists in Jersey. Although the 

weather wasn’t great, the 

children had a fantastic time. 



 

 

Play rehearsals  

Year 6 have been busy practising for 

their upcoming production of ‘Pirates 

of the Currybean.’ The children have 

worked incredibly hard to learn their 

lines, songs and dance moves! We 

can’t wait to show it to Year 6 parents 

next week!  

Blackout poems 

As part of our World War 2 topic, the children 

created their own blackout poems. They 

carefully selected appropriate words from a 

speech by King George or a JEP front cover 

from WW2 to create a poem. They then used 

water colours and felt tips to create 

silhouettes. The end result is very effective. 

Great job Year 6!  



The children showed incredible resilience this month when we attended our 

Swim Safety session at Harve Des Pas. It was a cold and rainy day, but the 

children gave it their all and were brilliant. We are very proud of all of them 

for the perseverance and resilience they showed. Well done!  


