
F.T. News  
News from First Tower School                        October 2020 

DIARY DATES 
Thursday 17th December - Christmas Party Day (non uniform)  

Friday 18th December - End of Term  

Monday 4th January - Spring Term begins  

15 - 19th February - Half Term 

22nd February - INSET day (school closed to pupils)  

A Word from the Head 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

The month of November seems to have flown by! Thank you for all of your support for Children in Need earlier 

this month, we were delighted to raise £880.91 for this worthy cause.  

I can’t believe the season of Advent begins this weekend. Obviously how we celebrate Christmas at school this 

year will be very different. However we shall endeavour to make it is as magical as possible for all the children. 

We began today with “Decorations Day” so you can look forward to receiving very special decorations and cards 

at the end of term. As we are not able to invite parents in to school to watch our usual Christmas productions we 

will be filming a short, whole school Christmas message on Friday 4th December. Children not in school on that 

day unfortunately won’t be included.  

If your child would like to send Christmas cards to their classmates, post boxes will be in each classroom. Cards 

need to be in class boxes by Monday 14th December and will be delivered on Thursday 17th December to allow 

“quarantine” time.  

Finally I would like to wish you all a lovely weekend. Hopefully we will have some winter sunshine.  

Best wishes,  

Mrs Lyn Linton  

Headteacher  

Nut Free School 

As we have children and members of the school community who have 

severe nut allergies, please ensure that your child does not bring any 

nuts or foods containing nuts (this includes peanut butter and Nutella in 

sandwiches)  into school.  

Thank you for support. 



Pick up/drop off 

The majority of pupils are dropped off and collected in a timely manner and First Tower School has a 96% 

attendance rate (which is in line with the average across Primary Schools in Jersey). However, a gentle 

reminder to all parents that it is important to be punctual to school and when collecting your child at the 

end of the day. We know that there may be the odd occasion where you are unexpectedly delayed, 

please telephone the school office should this be the case. 

Drop off: The school gate is open from 8.30-8.50am. After this time, your child should enter the building 

through the main front door and inform the office that they are here. They will be marked as late in the 

register. Lessons begin at 8.55am and being late can have a negative impact on children’s wellbeing and 

learning. 

Collection: We are currently operating a staggered collection at 2.50pm and 3pm (depending on year 

group). Children should be collected promptly please as staff often have to attend meetings after school. 

 

Please only 1 parent to collect and maintain physical distancing of 1 metre at 

all times. Parents should leave the school gate promptly and pupils/siblings 

are not permitted to use the play equipment. 

Attendance 

Should your child’s attendance drop 

below 95% you will receive a letter 

from Mrs du Feu to let you know. 

Attendance that drops below 90% will 

require a meeting and a possible 

attendance plan. 

Our Education Welfare Officer (EWO) 

is Mr Gareth Bailey who will pop in 

from time to time and will also meet 

with parents if there are any serious 

concerns about attendance and/or 

punctuality. 

Attendance Policy 
 

Pupils are now expected to be attending school as normal unless: they are required to 
isolate, they are ill, they have a medical appointment or other authorised circumstances. 
To avoid any misunderstanding, the attendance policy does not allow for the authorising 
of any holiday regardless of the circumstances. Pupils who are absent due to a family 
holiday will have the absence recorded as ‘unauthorised’ on the school register. 



Triple P Parenting Classes 
 
We are pleased to inform you that some Triple P parenting groups are able to re-start 
following strict COVID guidance.  
 
Please find below proposed dates and timings for Triple P Teen, 2-12 and Stepping Stones 
group programmes. If you are interested in attending please contact Louisa Coxshall or 
Christine West directly. Spaces are limited, particularly in light of Covid-19 precautions, 
however your details can be added to a waiting list. 
 
Contact Details: 
Louisa Coxshall- Parenting Support Facilitator (Family and Community Support) Direct +44 
(0)1534 449488 l.coxshall@gov.je  
 
Christine West- Senior Parenting Facilitator Direct +44 (0)1534 449319 c.west@gov.je 

Health & Safety 
 
School crossing: Please don’t forget to use our school crossing which is carefully 
monitored by Mrs Beaumont. It is the safest place to cross. She is there to help you cross 
every morning from 8.30am and every afternoon from 2.45pm with her cheery smile. 
 
Be safe, Be Seen! 
Now it is dark just after 4pm, please ensure that children have bright, reflective clothing 
or accessories to keep them safe whilst out at night.  
 
COVID-19 
Please remember that if your child has a fever (37.8 degrees or higher), a new continuous 
cough or loss/change of taste/smell, you should not send your child to school and should 
contact the helpline T:445566 for advice. Please check the Government of Jersey website 
for further information. 
 
When dropping off/collecting your child, please observe the one-way system and adhere 
to guidance regarding physical distance of 1m from others. To reduce numbers, only 1 
parent on school site to pick up please. 

Autumn 2020 Teen Triple P 

Group Level 4 

The Bridge Chris West & 

Louisa Coxshall 

18:00-20:00 6 weeks Evening 

Spring 2021 0-12 Triple P 

Level 4 

The Bridge Chris West & 

Louisa Coxshall 

18:00-20:00 6 weeks Evening 

Summer 2021 Stepping 

Stones 

TBC Chris West & 

Louisa Coxshall 

18:00-20:00 7 weeks Evening 

mailto:l.coxshall@gov.je
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Uniform Sale 
*** All items of clothing currently 20p each *** 

 
Many thanks for all of your uniform donations. Ms Hanlin has kindly been coordinating 

the organisation of the uniform and we have plenty of it! 
 

Due to current restrictions, we kindly ask that any uniform orders are emailed to the 
dedicated uniform email account: FTuniform@hotmail.com by Wednesday each week. 

 
Please deliver payment to the school office in a marked envelope, with your child’s name 

and the amount. 
 

Ms Hanlin will arrange for the uniform to be delivered to your child in school on the 
Friday after ordering. In the new year, orders will be taken monthly. 

 
Many thanks for your support. 



Wellbeing has a high priority at First Tower School with the whole school 

community benefitting from a range of well being and community activities. We 

adapted and continued this support during lockdown through “Well being 

Wednesday” activities which were well received by children and families. As the 

children have returned to school the teachers and Mrs Pires have continued to 

deliver and enhance the well being offer. There are also a range of supportive “grab packs” developed by 

Education for families to refer to which are available on the school website.  

Last year we were able to offer a range of successful family and community events at school, such as the 

Community Breakfasts, Parent Workshops, Triple P Parenting Seminars and Discussion groups and 

Information Stations. Hopefully at some point in the future these events will be able to resume, however in 

the meantime we are working on other ways using technology to share some of these opportunities with 

the school community. More details to follow. Miss Mulhern and Mrs Pires are available to answer any 

questions or queries you may have. Please contact us via the school office.  

 

Please see below some information regarding The Children & Families Hub which was launched a few 

months ago and is a great resource for families.  

 

About the Children and Families Hub 

The Children and Families Hub provides information, advice and support for families and young people. 
Our aim is make sure you get the right help, at the right time. This could be some advice on the telephone 
or a one-to-one consultation. We’ll also put you in touch with any services that can help you. 
The hub also responds to any safeguarding concerns you may have for a child or young person. 
Whatever help you need, we’ll make a plan with you and with the services helping you. 

Get in touch 

There are many ways to get in touch: 

search our online directory and contact the relevant services directly https://www.gov.je/Caring/

ChildrenAndFamiliesHub/Pages/ChildrenAndFamiliesHubHomepage.aspx 

speak to our Children and Families Hub on +44 (0) 1534 519000, we’re open Monday to Thursday 8.30am to 

5pm and Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm 

complete our ‘Request for Advice’ online form, we’ll get back to you within 1 working day 

email us at childrenandfamilieshub@gov.je, we’ll get back to you within 1 working day 

talk to someone you’re already in contact with, for example a teacher, youth worker, health visitor or your 

GP 

young people up to 25 years can talk to the YES project for information, advice and counselling on the free 

helpline +44 (0) 800 7350010, available Monday to Friday, 12pm to 6pm or email the Youth Enquiry Service 
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The International Primary Curriculum (IPC) 

This term in Key Stage 1 and 2, we are very excited to have started our journey of using the 

International Primary Curriculum, also known as the IPC. The IPC is taught in many places 

around the world, including the UK. Subjects covered through themed units in the IPC 

include History, Geography, Art, Music, Technology (DT), Science and ICT (Computing). At 

the beginning of each unit is a Wow Day (Entry Point) and at the end a celebration of 

learning (Exit Point). 

By learning through the IPC, we hope that the children will develop a greater 

understanding of the world and Jersey’s place within it. You may have also heard the 

children talking about the Personal Goals. At the beginning of the Autumn Term, the 

School Council helped to come up with animals to represent these goals. Some of the 

Monday morning virtual assemblies this term have been based on these, for example, the 

communicating wolf. Many thanks to Luca and Nicole-Leigh in Year 6 for the fabulous 

animal designs. 

 

 

We hope that the children will get a lot out of the IPC and I am sure that the children have 

already been sharing their exciting learning with you. 

Mr Pallot 

The units the children have been covering this term are 

as follows: 

Year 1 – A Day in the Life 

Year 2 – Time Travellers 

Year 3 – Temples, Tombs and Treasures 

Year 4 – Footprints from the Past 

Year 5 – The Great, The Bold and The Brave 

Year 6 – Earth as an Island 



Year 3 enjoyed their story telling visitor from Jersey Heritage. She told them a 
story about knights and castles and showed them some of their wares, 
including very heavy chain mail! 



Year 3 have enjoyed their art work ‘The Map of Wonders’ - a project 
through Arthouse Jersey. Here they can be seen making ancient Celtic 
coins, inspired by the famous hoard found in Grouville Jersey in 2012.  



 

 

Year 4 had a visit from the 

Arts Centre. They are showing 

a performance of Gerald 

Durrell’s ‘My Family and 

other animals’ this Christmas. 

They held a work shop and 

the children participated in a 

range of drama activities such 

as mime and creating freeze 

frames. We linked this visit 

with our Science topic about 

animals and living things, the 

children had a chance to 

think about the conservation 

of animals and what we can 

do to help.  



On Monday 16th November, Year 6 got the opportunity to take part in a debate at the 
States Chamber. We were very impressed with the debating skills shown by the children 
and they all took part enthusiastically in the debate. The children also asked some 
brilliant probing questions about the States Chamber and the States members. Well 

done Year 6.  



Here are a selection of photographs from today’s ‘Deco Day’. 

Please see our school Facebook page for more! 


