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News from First Tower School                        October 2020 

DIARY DATES 
Half Term: Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October  
Monday 2nd November-Thursday 5th November—Parent Consultations 
Wednesday 11th November—Armistice Day (please wear your poppy with pride) 
Friday 13th November—Children in Need (Dress down & Pudsey raffle) 
16th November—Year 6 States Chamber visit 
Term ends: Friday 18th December  
Spring Term begins: Monday 4th January  

A Word from the Head 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
It’s Friday! And next week is half term ☺ 

During the past 8 weeks your children have all been amazing adapting to the “new normal” in school. It 
has been lovely to walk around the school and hear the “buzz” of learning in each classroom, which 
were too silent for too long last summer. 

When we return after the half term break procedures for keeping the whole school safe will remain the 
same. I am sure you are aware that in recent weeks there have been 3 confirmed cases of coronavirus 
in local schools. It is therefore essential that we all take responsibility to reduce the threat of this virus 
by following the government guidelines and the school covid plan. There are some polite reminders 
later in this newsletter and you can find our school opening covid plan and risk assessment on our 
website. 

Finally I would like to wish you all a very peaceful and relaxing half term break and look forward to 
seeing you and your children on the 2nd November. 

 
Best wishes, 
                                                         
Mrs Lyn Linton                            

 

We are currently selling poppies in class. 

Please wear your poppy with pride on Armistice 

Day: Wednesday 11th November, when we will 

observe 1 minute of silence. 



Pick up/drop off 

The majority of pupils are dropped off and collected in a timely manner and First Tower School has a 96% 

attendance rate (which is in line with the average across Primary Schools in Jersey). However, a gentle 

reminder to all parents that it is important to be punctual to school and when collecting your child at the 

end of the day. We know that there may be the odd occasion where you are unexpectedly delayed, 

please telephone the school office should this be the case. 

Drop off: The school gate is open from 8.30-8.50am. After this time, your child should enter the building 

through the main front door and inform the office that they are here. They will be marked as late in the 

register. Lessons begin at 8.55am and being late can have a negative impact on children’s wellbeing and 

learning. 

Collection: We are currently operating a staggered collection at 2.50pm and 3pm (depending on year 

group). Children should be collected promptly please as staff often have to attend meetings after school. 

 

Please only 1 parent to collect and maintain physical distancing of 1 metre at 

all times. Parents should leave the school gate promptly and pupils/siblings 

are not permitted to use the play equipment. 

Attendance 

Should your child’s attendance drop 

below 95% you will receive a letter 

from Mrs du Feu to let you know. 

Attendance that drops below 90% will 

require a meeting and a possible 

attendance plan. 

Our Education Welfare Officer (EWO) 

is Mr Gareth Bailey who will pop in 

from time to time and will also meet 

with parents if there are any serious 

concerns about attendance and/or 

punctuality. 

Attendance Policy 
 

Pupils are now expected to be attending school as normal unless: they are required to 
isolate, they are ill, they have a medical appointment or other authorised circumstances. 
To avoid any misunderstanding, the attendance policy does not allow for the authorising 
of any holiday regardless of the circumstances. Pupils who are absent due to a family 
holiday will have the absence recorded as ‘unauthorised’ on the school register. 



Nut Free School 

As we have children and members of the school community who have a 

severe peanut and nut allergy, please ensure that your child does not bring 

any nuts or foods containing nuts (this includes peanut butter and Nutella in 

sandwiches)  into school. Thank you for support. 

Health & Safety 
 
School crossing: Please don’t forget to use our school crossing which is carefully 
monitored by Mrs Beaumont. It is the safest place to cross. She is there to help you cross 
every morning from 8.30am and every afternoon from 2.45pm with her cheery smile. 
 
Be safe, Be Seen! 
With darker nights drawing in and the clocks going back at half term, please ensure that 
children have bright, reflective clothing or accessories to keep them safe whilst out at 
night. Years 5 and 6 will have a visit from Philip Blake (Road Safety Officer) after half term 
to remind children how to stay safe when out and about at night.  
 
COVID-19 
Please remember that if your child has a fever (37.8 degrees or higher), a new continuous 
cough or loss/change of taste/smell, you should not send your child to school and should 
contact the helpline T:445566 for advice. Please check the Government of Jersey website 
for further information. 
When dropping off/collecting your child, please observe the one-way system and adhere 
to guidance regarding physical distance of 1m from others. To reduce numbers, only 1 
parent on school site to pick up please. 

School Uniform 
 
With colder and wetter weather already here, please remember that you may wear a 
different pair of boots/trainers to school, however school shoes should be brought to 
change into to be worn with school uniform and trainers should only be worn with PE kit. 
 
Long hair should be tied back neatly and all children should bring jumpers and coats to 
school. We have a lot of doors and windows open throughout the day to ensure adequate 
ventilation, but this can make it a little colder than usual in classrooms, so layers are 
important! 
 
Please ensure that all items of uniform are named. 



Triple P Parenting Classes 
 
We are pleased to inform you that some Triple P parenting groups are able to re-start 
following strict COVID guidance.  
 
Please find below proposed dates and timings for Triple P Teen, 2-12 and Stepping Stones 
group programmes. If you are interested in attending please contact Louisa Coxshall or 
Christine West directly. Spaces are limited, particularly in light of Covid-19 precautions, 
however your details can be added to a waiting list. 
 
Contact Details: 
Louisa Coxshall- Parenting Support Facilitator (Family and Community Support) Direct +44 
(0)1534 449488 l.coxshall@gov.je  
 
Christine West- Senior Parenting Facilitator Direct +44 (0)1534 449319 c.west@gov.je 

Parents’ Evening 

Thank you to the 65% of families who have booked consultation appointments with their 

child’s class teacher. If you haven’t already, please log into the school booking site (please 

see instructions in previous letter to parents) to book your appointment as soon as 

possible. 

You will receive notes on Monday 2nd November prior to your consultation with the class 

teacher, so that you can prepare any questions that you may have. 

We are looking forward to welcoming you to school. 

 

Autumn 2020 Teen Triple P 

Group Level 4 

The Bridge Chris West & 

Louisa Coxshall 

18:00-20:00 6 weeks Evening 

Spring 2021 0-12 Triple P 

Level 4 

The Bridge Chris West & 

Louisa Coxshall 

18:00-20:00 6 weeks Evening 

Summer 2021 Stepping 

Stones 

TBC Chris West & 

Louisa Coxshall 

18:00-20:00 7 weeks Evening 

mailto:l.coxshall@gov.je
mailto:c.west@gov.je


Wellbeing has a high priority at First Tower School with the whole school 

community benefitting from a range of well being and community activities. We 

adapted and continued this support during lockdown through “Well being 

Wednesday” activities which were well received by children and families. As the 

children have returned to school the teachers and Mrs Pires have continued to 

deliver and enhance the well being offer. There are also a range of supportive “grab packs” developed by 

Education for families to refer to which are available on the school website.  

Last year we were able to offer a range of successful family and community events at school, such as the 

Community Breakfasts, Parent Workshops, Triple P Parenting Seminars and Discussion groups and 

Information Stations. Hopefully at some point in the future these events will be able to resume, however in 

the meantime we are working on other ways using technology to share some of these opportunities with 

the school community. More details to follow. Miss Mulhern and Mrs Pires are available to answer any 

questions or queries you may have. Please contact us via the school office.  

 

Please see below some information regarding The Children & Families Hub which was launched a few 

months ago and is a great resource for families.  

 

About the Children and Families Hub 

The Children and Families Hub provides information, advice and support for families and young people. 
Our aim is make sure you get the right help, at the right time. This could be some advice on the telephone 
or a one-to-one consultation. We’ll also put you in touch with any services that can help you. 
The hub also responds to any safeguarding concerns you may have for a child or young person. 
Whatever help you need, we’ll make a plan with you and with the services helping you. 

Get in touch 

There are many ways to get in touch: 

search our online directory and contact the relevant services directly https://www.gov.je/Caring/

ChildrenAndFamiliesHub/Pages/ChildrenAndFamiliesHubHomepage.aspx 

speak to our Children and Families Hub on +44 (0) 1534 519000, we’re open Monday to Thursday 8.30am to 

5pm and Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm 

complete our ‘Request for Advice’ online form, we’ll get back to you within 1 working day 

email us at childrenandfamilieshub@gov.je, we’ll get back to you within 1 working day 

talk to someone you’re already in contact with, for example a teacher, youth worker, health visitor or your 

GP 

young people up to 25 years can talk to the YES project for information, advice and counselling on the free 

helpline +44 (0) 800 7350010, available Monday to Friday, 12pm to 6pm or email the Youth Enquiry Service 
 

https://www.gov.je/Caring/ChildrenAndFamiliesHub/Pages/ChildrenAndFamiliesHubHomepage.aspx
https://www.gov.je/Caring/ChildrenAndFamiliesHub/Pages/ChildrenAndFamiliesHubHomepage.aspx
tel:+44%201534519000
https://jersey-self.achieveservice.com/service/Children_and_Families_Hub_request_for_advice
mailto:childrenandfamilieshub@gov.je
https://www.yes.je/
tel:+44%208007350010
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We will be selling raffle tickets at 

£1 each  for the chance to win a 

giant Pudsey worth £50! 

Tickets will be on sale after half 

term and the draw will take place 

at 9am on Friday 13th November. 

Good luck! 

Dress Down Day Friday 13th November 

Pupils are invited to wear something spotty, or 

Pudsey-related clothing to help raise money for 

Children In Need 2020. 

***Please no additional accessories or toys from home *** 

Suggested donation £1 



Year 3 Science 

Investigation forces & motion 

Investigating 

mummification 

using a tomato! 



Year 2 using Ipads to create ‘Stop Motion’ movies about our 

school values. 

Reception investigated pumpkins and what’s inside them 

using a range of tools 



Year 5 

enjoyed re-

enacting 

Greek Myths. 

Year 3 learnt all about the ancient Egyptians during their 

Egyptian day and even became archaeologists! 


