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A Word from the Head 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
It has been an incredibly busy start to the new academic year!  

At the beginning of term we welcomed several new staff members to the team including: Mrs Rentsch 
(Reception Class Teacher), Miss Granger (Year 3 Class Teacher and Lower School Phase Leader), Miss 
Pike (Year 3 Class Teacher), Mr Hocquard (Year 5 Teaching Assistant), Mrs Pemberton (Nursery 
Assistant) and Miss Bushnell (Reception Teaching Assistant). Mrs Changachanga (Year 6) was also 
promoted to Upper School Phase Leader. We are also delighted to let you know that Miss Daly, who is 
currently on maternity leave, gave birth to her son Carter in late August. 

As you would expect in the current climate, our school activities will be more limited for the 
foreseeable future. We are doing everything in our power to ensure that the children at First Tower are 
still experiencing a rich and diverse curriculum including topic ‘Wow’ days, however visits and visitors 
are very restricted at this time. We are offering a number of before/after school activities including: 
fitness club, football and learning groups. These will be expanded upon over the coming weeks, so 
please keep an eye out for more information. 

The vast majority of our pupils are always smartly dressed wearing our school uniform with pride. 
Please ensure that uniform is named so that we can help relocate lost uniform with its owner. The 
second-hand uniform shop is almost up and running and you will receive further details of how to 
order items of uniform soon. A polite reminder that long hair (for girls and boys) needs to be tied back 
please. 

We are currently working hard to plan for the parent consultations that are due to take place after half 
term. We will update you as soon as we have made arrangements that adhere to all of the Government 
of Jersey guidance.  

Thank you for your support with our new system for dropping off and collecting your child from school. 
The system is working well, but can we please remind you to make a swift departure and not to 
congregate at the school gate. Pupils and siblings should not be using the play equipment. 

We are entering a period full of normal coughs and colds, however due to COVID we are being extra 
vigilant to keep our community safe and thank you for doing the same. Please check the school website 
for advice regarding children’s health and if you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to call the 
dedicated COVID helpline for advice. 

 

Wishing you a very happy weekend 

 
Best wishes, 
                                                         
Mrs Lyn Linton                            

 



Pick up/drop off 

The majority of pupils are dropped off and collected in a timely manner and First Tower School has a 96% 

attendance rate (which is in line with the average across Primary Schools in Jersey). However, a gentle 

reminder to all parents that it is important to be punctual to school and when collecting your child at the 

end of the day. We know that there may be the odd occasion where you are unexpectedly delayed, 

please telephone the school office should this be the case. 

Drop off: The school gate is open from 8.30-8.50am. After this time, your child should enter the building 

through the main front door and inform the office that they are here. They will be marked as late in the 

register. Lessons begin at 8.55am and being late can have a negative impact on children’s wellbeing and 

learning. 

Collection: We are currently operating a staggered collection at 2.50pm and 3pm (depending on year 

group). Children should be collected promptly please as staff often have to attend meetings after school. 

 

Please only 1 parent to collect and maintain physical distancing of 1 metre at 

all times. Parents should leave the school gate promptly and pupils/siblings 

are not permitted to use the play equipment. 

Attendance 

Should your child’s attendance drop 

below 95% you will receive a letter 

from Mrs du Feu to let you know. 

Attendance that drops below 90% will 

require a meeting and a possible 

attendance plan. 

Our Education Welfare Officer (EWO) 

is Mr Gareth Bailey who will pop in 

from time to time and will also meet 

with parents if there are any serious 

concerns about attendance and/or 

punctuality. 

Attendance Policy 
 

Pupils are now expected to be attending school as normal unless: they are required to 
isolate, they are ill, they have a medical appointment or other authorised circumstances. 
To avoid any misunderstanding, the attendance policy does not allow for the authorising 
of any holiday regardless of the circumstances. Pupils who are absent due to a family 
holiday will have the absence recorded as ‘unauthorised’ on the school register. 



TERM DATES 
Half Term: Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October  

Term ends: Friday 18th December  

Spring Term begins: Monday 4th January  

Half Term: Monday 15th - Friday 19th February  

INSET day (school closed): Monday 22nd February  

Term ends: Thursday 1st April  

INSET day (school closed) Monday 19th April 

Summer Term begins: Tuesday 20th April  

Half Term: Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June  

Term Ends: Thursday 15th July  

Celebrating Learning 
 

Each week, we celebrate learning in our Celebration Assembly and the children are 
awarded certificates for ‘Learner of the Week’ from each class. Children may also come 
home with a ‘Pot of Gold’ certificate which celebrates outstanding learning behaviour. 
We are keen to share the children’s learning with you, however we will be unable to offer 
the normal face to face assemblies or class sessions. We will therefore be sending you 
further details of specific electronic sharing of learning for each class in due course. In the 
meantime, our school Facebook page is regularly updated with photos of learning from 
throughout the school for you! 

Nut Free School 

As we have children and members of the school community who have a 

severe peanut and nut allergy, please ensure that your child does not bring 

any nuts or foods containing nuts (this includes peanut butter and Nutella in 

sandwiches)  into school. Thank you for support. 



Wellbeing has a high priority at First Tower School with the whole school 

community benefitting from a range of well being and community activities. We 

adapted and continued this support during lockdown through “Well being 

Wednesday” activities which were well received by children and families. As the 

children have returned to school the teachers and Mrs Pires have continued to 

deliver and enhance the well being offer. There are also a range of supportive “grab packs” developed by 

Education for families to refer to which are available on the school website.  

Last year we were able to offer a range of successful family and community events at school, such as the 

Community Breakfasts, Parent Workshops, Triple P Parenting Seminars and Discussion groups and 

Information Stations. Hopefully at some point in the future these events will be able to resume, however in 

the meantime we are working on other ways using technology to share some of these opportunities with 

the school community. More details to follow. Miss Mulhern and Mrs Pires are available to answer any 

questions or queries you may have. Please contact us via the school office.  

 

Please see below some information regarding The Children & Families Hub which was launched a few 

months ago and is a great resource for families.  

About the Children and Families Hub 

The Children and Families Hub provides information, advice and support for families and young people. 
Our aim is make sure you get the right help, at the right time. This could be some advice on the telephone 
or a one-to-one consultation. We’ll also put you in touch with any services that can help you. 
The hub also responds to any safeguarding concerns you may have for a child or young person. 
Whatever help you need, we’ll make a plan with you and with the services helping you. 

Get in touch 

There are many ways to get in touch: 

search our online directory and contact the relevant services directly https://www.gov.je/Caring/

ChildrenAndFamiliesHub/Pages/ChildrenAndFamiliesHubHomepage.aspx 

speak to our Children and Families Hub on +44 (0) 1534 519000, we’re open Monday to Thursday 8.30am to 

5pm and Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm 

complete our ‘Request for Advice’ online form, we’ll get back to you within 1 working day 

email us at childrenandfamilieshub@gov.je, we’ll get back to you within 1 working day 

talk to someone you’re already in contact with, for example a teacher, youth worker, health visitor or your 

GP 

young people up to 25 years can talk to the YES project for information, advice and counselling on the free 

helpline +44 (0) 800 7350010, available Monday to Friday, 12pm to 6pm or email the Youth Enquiry Service 
 

https://www.gov.je/Caring/ChildrenAndFamiliesHub/Pages/ChildrenAndFamiliesHubHomepage.aspx
https://www.gov.je/Caring/ChildrenAndFamiliesHub/Pages/ChildrenAndFamiliesHubHomepage.aspx
tel:+44%201534519000
https://jersey-self.achieveservice.com/service/Children_and_Families_Hub_request_for_advice
mailto:childrenandfamilieshub@gov.je
https://www.yes.je/
tel:+44%208007350010
mailto:yes@jys.je


Take One Picture 

Year 6 were lucky enough to work 

with local artist Nicola Lucas. 

Nicola showed them a new 

printmaking technique. 

Year 6 created some stunning 

artwork and were also inspired 

with their creative writing. 



Year 5 - Take One Picture 

Year 5 were inspired by artwork from Peter Knight. They used collage to create pictures in 

his style and wrote poems based on Corbiere Lighthouse. 



Year 4—Take One Picture 

Over 2 days, Year 4 studied a photo of 

Corbiere Lighthouse by local 

photographer Andy Le Gresley. 

In English, they wrote a paragraph 

describing the photo. 

In art, they used a range of mediums 

to reacreate the photo. 

In science, they created a chemical 

reaction using vinegar and bicarbonate 

of soda to recreate the bubbles in the 

sea. 



Year 3—Take One Picture 

 



Year 2—Take One Picture 



Year 1—Take One Picture 



Reception children have 

settled in well and are 

particularly enjoying the 

outside learning 

provision. 



Nursery have been 

enjoying exploring 

their new mud 

kitchen outside. 

We have been learning how 

to handle books carefully in 

our book corner. 

We really want to make some 

of the recipes in this book! 


